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his full support at every stage,, even though he failed at
times to appreciate the artistic considerations which Hauss-
mann had so much at heart.

The most striking feature of Haussmann?s work was its
comprehensive thoroughness. Whole districts were razed;
broad boulevards and avenues were cut through areas where
there had been only narrow streets and alleyways ; spacious
plazas^ squares, gardens, and courts were provided. The
most conspicuous aspect of the street reconstructions,
apart from the almost unprecedented width of the new
avenues, was the scheme of making these broad thorough-
fares converge into great open places or centres like the
Place de 1/Etoile. As there was no attempt at a rectan-
gular arrangement^ the newer Paris is not so formal or so
simple in its street plan as is Washington. There arc long,
broad thoroughfares of traffic running straight through the
heart of the city; there are avenues which cut diagonally
across; there are boulevards that swing round in half-
circular fashion; and there are multitudes of little streets
which, untouched by the Haussmann renovations, run here
and there in free haphazardness. The street reconstructions
alone cost more than a billion francs, despite the fact that
the city received substantial sums through the increased
value of lands abutting on the new highways.1

About the same time great strides were being made in
an effort to modernise Vienna, As late as the middle years Repianning
of the nineteenth century the Austrian capital was still a
walled city, but the population had overflowed the area
within the walls and spread out into suburbs beyond. By
1858 it was decided, in view of improvements in military
science, that, since the old walls and moat served no real

1 There is a good general sketch of Haussmann's work, with illustrations,
in the articles by Edward R. Smith on "Baron Haussmann and the
Topographical Transformation of Paris under Napoleon III," in the Archi-
tectural Record, xxiL 121-133, 227-238,369-384 (August-November, 1907).
The great prefect's autobiography (GK E. Haussmann, M&moires* 3 vols.,
Paris, 189CM893) contains a full account of the stupendous work.